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Sham-hero, or Phantom; But it was not so easy to impose on
HIM whom this egregious error most of all concerned. For no
sooner had the fourth book laid open the high and swelling
scene, but he recognized his own heroic Acts: And when he
came to the words,                                                                 5
Soft on her lap her Laureat son reclines,
(though Laureat imply no more than one crowned with laurel^ as
befitteth any Associate or Consort in Empire) he ROAR'D
(like a Lion) and VINDICATED HIS RIGHT OF FAME: In-
deed not without cause, he being there represented as fast 10
asleep', so unbeseeming the eye of Empire, which, like that of
Providence, should never slumber. "Hah! (saith he) fast
"asleep it seems! that's a little too strong. Pert and dull at least
ccyoui might have allowed me, but as seldom asleep as any
e'foolk." However, the injured Hero may comfort him- 15
self with this reflexion, that tho' it be sleep, yet it is not the
sleep of death, but of immortality. Here he will1 live at least, tho*
not awake; and in no worse condition than many an en-
chanted Warrior before him. The famous Durandarte, for
instance, was, like him, cast into a long slumber by Merlin QO
the British Bard and Necromancer: and his example, for sub-
mitting to it with so good a grace, might be of use to our
Hero. For this disastrous knight being sorely pressed or
driven to make his answer by several persons of quality, only
replied with a sigh, Patience, and shuffle the cardsm.                    25
But now, as nothing in this world, no not the most sacred
or perfect things either of Religion or Government, can
escape the teeth or tongue of Envy, methinks I already hear
these carpers objecting to the clear title of our Hero.
"It would never (say they) have been esteemed sufficient 30
"to make an Hero for the Iliad or ^Eneis, that Achilles was
8 he ROAR'D . . . FAME:] he loudly resented this indignity to
violated Majesty.
11 unbeseeming] misbeseeming 12 slumber] doze nor slumber
22 so good a] a good 23 this] that 28 teeth or tongue] sting
29 clear . . . Hero.] clearness of our Hero's tide.
k Letter, p. 53.       ! Letter, p. i.
m Don Quixote, Part ii. Book ii. ch. 22.